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\i ' By TOM WICKER = .-
\”. WASHINGTON, . July 22

B Tonary
for President 'Johnson in th
sad unfolding of so many per
sonal accounts' of the Bay o
Pigs. disaster. | All , of thes
memolrs agree on one thing
Mr. Kennedy mistrusted th
‘'whole invasion plan he inheritd
ed but was unabie to halt it fo
longer study or cancel it alto-
gether. . .

He was unable to do sb be
'cause the project was a sort of]
Frankenstein's monster  that,
once. created, went out of cons
|trol.  ‘Richard Bissell,- ‘who
plan‘ncd' the operation for the
s]Central: Intelligence . Agency,
. |now - discloses that- it was even
feared that the invasion bri-
gade, trained in Central Amer-
Jica, - well-armed and ‘“highly’
motivated,”” ' could not . be
stopped from a rampage against
uatemala or Nicaragua if it
as restralned from attacking
Luba, .. o .

tennedy's Fear | -

But Mr. Kennedy was unable,
‘Fo cancel a project he feared in
is heart was wrong primarily|
pecause he could not accept the
sychological and political cons
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Cheodore C..Sorensen, writing
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 preted- as- an admission .that

| harass Latin America for many
Years to come.”
" that his disipproval of the plan

stance” He ‘was even con-
- fronted with the question from
'.the plan’s advocates whether he
, would be less resolute against
' Castro than the Republican Ad-
| ministration that had conceived
 the invasion scheme. _

"Campalgn Pledge

Kennedy was not infiuenced
1 by his campaign pledge to
.exile, and in Cuba itself, who

- throwing  Castro.” ]
statement and others had don

|§ much to heighten the holy war -
atmosphere in which, ‘a few

Castro ruled with popular sup-"
port and.would be around to-

And’ “he felt -

- would be- a show of weakness:
| inconsistent with his general:

, Mr, Sorensen says that'Mr, American ~ forces, overthrow !, These things may be true but

i“strengthen the non-Bastista'
democratic anti-Castro forces in -
' : the substance of power? We
offer eventual hope of overe.
But thag.
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Washington: The Bay of Pigs and Vietnam ** """ ]
- WouTd—Be "nter-—We depend upon the free sup« '.short of committing the natio ‘

. port of free people, but they ' to a full-scale ground wal In:

Mrf!
which s certain, which has ;! Kennedy would have been ati

also depend upon a leadership'.-'Soumeast\'Asla—-‘-just as

power, which has strength.” . .- " tacked had he canceled th

-That view, we can assume,  Cuban invasion. No doubt any
must have influenced him as he )} thing less' than such a wa
contemplated the “consequences, .Would be considered in som
‘of calling ‘off the invasion—an’ . quarters of the world as weak
“act which it would have been- ‘Ness—just as disbanding th
. lo more possible to keep secret. exile brigade would have bee

than was the final catastrophe. ':.in 1961. And perhaps Mr. John
' Butit was a wiser President. . 500 is unconsciously influence
' who, after. the fallure was clear,. : PY his own hortatory remarks

*.told Arthur Schlesinger Jr, and. - about the national honor—justf’
James Reston' that he would .83 John Kennedy may havef

resist the pressure to. commit’; Peen inflienced by his rhetoris,
Castro and recover the prestige It is certainly true that a full
"lost at the Bay of Pigs.. .- ,{ commitment of American power

« . * ~—even non-nuclear power—io a
What is prestige?” he'asked, -, ¢’ ¢l non-nuc
“Is It the shadow of power or  War In South Vietnam could

A Frankenstein’s monster,

' President Kennedy came even-
I';‘ tually to ask himself, about the

are; going to work on-thé subs
* stance of power.”

‘Shadow and Substance

~in an instant become another}

Bay of Pigsi How could I havel’

President . Johnson ‘and his

. been so wrong? ‘The answer, It/

tquences at home and abroad. |

months later, Mr. Kennedy
1 cel the Bay of Pigs. \
l" 1And on Oct. 29, 1960, he had - ably focusing on the question
said at Philadelphia:: “If the: Whether to expand greatly the
‘people of the world ever begin 'direct ~American participation
to, get the idea that our high in the fighting. But' the real
noon was in the past, that the - 'problem for them is to' distin-
balance of power: and- the flow,, guish between the shadow. arid
of history is ‘moving in.the dis,.the substance of power, /' i*

Look, makes this

wplain,’; i) v
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[rection. .of our adversaries, we ... No doubt:Mr. Johnsop
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deolsive battle, : b ‘assalled, now if he
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*-most ‘trusted advisers now are .
{[ found himiself unwilling to can-:. conducting an Intensive review.
‘" of the war in Vietnam, presum-’

;10 be. “something less than,

of impalriithé:
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now is clear, is that he fearecd

' substance. . : o
+  President Johnson's task now.

s to cut through graver shad-{

.vows and find the substance of
. what is required of this nation
t In Vietnam. If that should prova

9’ loody wary: he will enhancge—s:

the shadows .rather than thn‘ i

true _at're.ngth{
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